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I Want a Phone! 
by Read Works 

"I want a phone!" said Myrna. 

"I bet you do," said her dad. 

"No, but, Dad. You don't understand. I really, really, really want a phone." 

"And I really, really, really want a boat. It's not going to happen." 

Myrna and her dad were stuck in traffic. To her, it seemed like they were always stuck in 

traffic. When he took her to school in the morning-traffic. When he picked her up in the 

afternoon-traffic. Go to the bank, the grocery, a birthday party, and what felt like ten hours of 

traffic was their reward. 

She was bored, because traffic was boring. And when she was bored, she wanted things. 
Right now, she wanted a phone. She wasn't sure if her dad understood that. She would have 

to tell him again. 

"I. Want. A. Phone." 

"What if I was stuck in a cave?" 

"What?" asked her dad, trying not to laugh. 
Read Works.org • @ 2015 Read Works®, Inc. All rights reserved. 



ReadWorks I Want a Phone! 

"What if I had a kitten, and the kitten ran away, and I had to run after it. What if the kitten ran 

into a cave, and I ran after the kitten, and in the cave there was a bear, and the bear trapped 

me, and-" 

"And then you were stuck in the cave." Myrna nodded the way she did when she won an 

argument, but her dad wasn't through fighting. "Is this a momma bear? I hear they're the 

fiercest." 

"Yes. It's a momma bear, and she's very upset, and she's going to eat me unless I have a 

phone to call for help." 

"If it's a momma bear, then you can use her phone. Everyone knows that moms always carry 

phones." 

Dad was laughing as he said this. Myrna didn't think it was very funny. She slammed her 

hand down on the glove compartment as hard as she could, which wasn't very hard. Now she 

was angry. 

"If I had a phone, I could play games on it!" 

"If I had a boat, I could eat steaks on it. That doesn't mean I'm getting one." 

"No, but I mean..." Myrna spluttered. When she was very angry, she spluttered. It was 

embarrassing. "If I could play games, I wouldn't be so bored when we were in traffic. I 

wouldn't bother you!" 

"I don't mind being bothered. I like talking to you." 

"Then I won't say anything at all!" 

Dad smiled quietly to himself. "I'm going to call Mom to let her know we'll be late." He reached 

into his pocket. "Oh, heck. My battery's dead." 

"You know.. .if I had a phone, I could call Mom," said Myrna. 

"Don't even." 

Myrna grinned. She wasn't getting a phone, but she knew she was right, and that was almost 

as good. 
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Name: Date: 

1. What does Myrna want? 

A. a car 

B. a boat 

C. a phone 

D. a kitten 

2. Whom does Myrna have a conflict with in this story? 

A. her dad 

B. her mom 

C. a person driving in front of her and her dad 

D. a person driving behind her and her dad 

3. The author describes Myrna as "angry." What evidence in the story supports this 

description? 

A. Myrna tells her dad that if she had a phone, she could call Mom. 

B. Myrna tells her dad that she wants a phone. 

C. Myrna asks her dad, "What if I was stuck in a cave?" 

D. Myrna slams her hand down on the glove compartment as hard as she can. 
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4. Read these sentences from the text. 

She was bored, because traffic was boring. And when she was bored, she wanted 

things. Right now, she wanted a phone. She wasn't sure if her dad understood that. She 

would have to tell him again. 

'I. Want. A. Phone.' 

'N. 0.' 

'What if I was stuck in a cave?' 

'What?' asked her dad, trying not to laugh. 

Why might Myrna's dad be trying not to laugh? 

A. because he thinks her question is silly 

B. because he is bored by the traffic 

C. because he thinks it is funny when Myrna is bored 

D. because he thinks phones are silly 

5. What is a theme of this story? 

A. Being right is almost as good as getting your way. 

B. If you do not give up, you will someday get what you want. 

C. If you use your imagination, you will never be bored. 

D. Being kind is more important than being right. 
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6. Read these sentences from the text. 

No, but I mean...' Myrna spluttered. When she was very angry, she spluttered. It was 

embarrassing. 

Based on these sentences, what does the word "spluttered" probably mean? 

A. had trouble speaking clearly 

B. fell asleep 

C. started to smile 

D. slowly counted to twenty 

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence. 

Myrna slams her hand down on the glove compartment her dad laughs. 

A. before 

B. after 

C. then 

D. so 

8. Near the end of the story, Myrna's dad wants to call her mom, but his phone's battery 

is dead. What does Myrna point out that she could do if she had a phone? 

9. Explain how Myrna feels about not getting a phone at the end of the story. Support 

your answer with evidence from the text. 

10. Throughout the story, Myrna and her dad argue about her getting a phone. Explain 

whether or not the argument is resolved by the end of the story. Support your answer 

with evidence from the text. 
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The Treasure Hunt 
by Read Works 

Jordan loves to use clues to solve riddles. That's why she loves treasure hunts. She always dreams about 
being a pirate who is searching for a big treasure chest. She climbs trees and digs holes in her backyard, 
pretending that she is on a treasure hunt. 

Jordan's birthday is soon. Her friends Cameron and Annie decide to create a treasure hunt as her birthday 
present. They ask their parents what they can do. 

"Well, first, you would need to make a map!" says Cameron's mom. 

"How do we do that?" Cameron asks. 

His mom pulls out a piece of paper and several crayons. "First, you need to draw the place where you will 
hide the treasure," she says. "How about you draw our backyard?" 

Cameron pulls out a black crayon and starts to draw. He marks the spot where the porch is, and he draws 
a black circle to show where his trampoline sits. His mom pulls out a green crayon and draws the big trees 
that surround their backyard. "See? There are plenty of places to hide a treasure," she tells him. 
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The next day, Cameron shows Annie the map. She thinks that it looks just like his backyard. "It's perfect!" 

she says, excited. 

"Now, we just need to mark the places where we will hide the clues and then the treasure," Cameron says, 

looking around his backyard. 

Annie walks over to the trampoline. She gets down on her hands and knees and finds a big rock. "We can 

hide a clue under here!" she shouts to Cameron. 

Cameron nods his head in agreement. He points to the porch and then to a big tree near the trampoline. 

"We can also put clues near those spots!" he says. 

His mom comes outside and sees them planning the treasure hunt. "Don't forget to draw the bird fountain 

on the map," she says. "You can draw the fountain with a blue crayon so that Jordan will know that it's 

filled with water." 

Cameron and Annie run to get the map. "We can also add the rock by the trampoline so that Jordan can 

find the clue," Annie says. 

"And we should draw the tree by the porch!" Cameron adds. 

They put more on the map, and when they finish, their drawing includes everything in Cameron's 

backyard. They map all the shapes and kinds of land and water in the area. 

After they hide all the clues (ten in total), Cameron and Annie think about the treasure. "It should be a 

chest full of candy!" Annie says. 

"That's cool! But we could also fill a chest with pirate stuff like a compass and a pirate hat, and even a 

message in a bottle!" says Cameron. 

They finally decide to do both. Their parents help them find a small chest, and they fill it with pirate things 

and candy. They dig a hole near a tree and bury the chest. 

The next day, Jordan comes to Cameron's house for her birthday. Many of their friends come as well. After 

they cut the cake, Cameron and Annie tell Jordan that they have a surprise for her. They give her the first 

clue. 

"This is so exciting! Thank you so much, guys!" Jordan exclaims. She sets out to find her treasure, with 

the map in hand. 
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Name: Date: 

1. What do Annie and Cameron do for Jordan's birthday? 

A. buy her a puppy 

B. throw a surprise party 

C. take her to a pirate theme park 

D. create a treasure hunt 

2. What is the first step Annie and Cameron take to plan Jordan's treasure hunt? 

A. hide the clues 

B. bury the treasure 

C. draw a map 

D. buy the candy 

3. There are lots of places to hide clues in Cameron's backyard. What evidence 

supports this conclusion? 

A. Cameron and Annie ask their parents for help. 

B. Cameron and Annie hide ten different clues. 

C. Cameron and Annie make a map of the backyard. 

D. Cameron and Annie mark where the clues are hidden on the map. 

4. How does Jordan feel about the scavenger hunt her friends prepare? 

A. happy and excited 

B. bored and uninterested 

C. sad and disappointed 

D. nervous and doubtful 

5. What is this passage mostly about? 

A. pirates and treasure 

B. mapping a backyard 

C. planning a treasure hunt 

D. birthday parties 
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6. Read the following sentences: "After they cut the cake, Cameron and Annie tell 

Jordan that they have a surprise for her. They give her the first clue. 'This is so exciting! 

Thank you so much, guys!' Jordan exclaims." 

What does "exclaim" mean? 

A. breathe 

B. mumble 

C. whisper 

D. shout 

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. 

they bury the treasure, Annie and Cameron hide all of the clues. 

A. Finally 

B. Before 

C. Although 

D. First 

8. What was the treasure at the end of the scavenger hunt? 

9. What did Cameron and Annie draw and mark on the treasure map? 

10. How will Jordan use the treasure map Cameron and Annie created to find the 

treasure? Use information from the passage to support your answer. 
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Understanding Elevators 
by Linda Ruggieri 

Danisha stepped into the elevator and pushed the button for the twelfth 

floor. It was her first visit to her dad's office. 

As the elevator went up, Danisha began wondering: What makes elevators 

move? How could people work or live in tall buildings without elevators? 

Danisha sat at a desk while her father worked. She decided to use the 

computer to learn more about elevators. She discovered that elevator cars 

ride up and down in a space called a shaft. Strong cables lift and lower the 
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elevator. 

Understanding Elevators 

Danisha read about the history of elevators. She found out that even the 

builders of the ancient pyramids used lifting devices to pick up huge stones. 

Modern elevators were designed through a process, or a series of steps, 

Danisha read. Over the years, people worked to make elevators better. 

One of those people, Elisha Otis, invented the first safety elevator. His 

elevator would not fall even if the cables broke. Elisha Otis started his own 

elevator company in the United States. 

Danisha had learned a lot about elevators. Now she was hungry. Her dad 

was taking her out for lunch. As Danisha rode down the elevator, she 

noticed a sign on the elevator wall. It said Otis Elevator Company! 
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Name: Date: 

1. What does Danisha step into and ride up to get to her dad's office? 

A. an ancient lifting device 

B. a pyramid 

C. an elevator 

2. What does this text describe? 

A. how Elisha Otis invented the first safety elevator 

B. what life was like for the people who built the ancient pyramids 

C. how elevators work 

3. Read this sentence from the text. 

"Danisha had learned a lot about elevators." 

What evidence from the text supports this statement? 

A. "Elisha Otis started his own elevator company in the United States." 

B. "She discovered that elevator cars ride up and down in a space called a shaft." 

C. "Danisha stepped into the elevator and pushed the button for the twelfth floor." 

4. Before the first safety elevator, what probably happened to elevators when their 

cables broke? 

A. They went up. 

B. They stayed in the same place. 

C. They fell. 

5. What is the main idea of this text? 

A. A girl learns about elevators and their history. 

B. Modern elevators were designed through a series of steps. 

C. The builders of the ancient pyramids used lifting devices to pick up huge stones. 
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6. Reread the last two paragraphs of the text. 

Why might the author have ended the last sentence with an exclamation point? 

A. to compare the elevator Danisha was riding in with ancient lifting devices 

B. to explain why Danisha was hungry 

C. to show Danisha's excitement and surprise 

7. Choose the answer that best completes this sentence. 

Danisha wonders what makes elevators move the elevator she is riding in 

goes up. 

A. then 

B. when 

C. before 

8. What did Elisha Otis invent? 

9. What does the sign on the elevator wall say? 

10. Is there any connection between Elisha Otis and the Otis Elevator Company? 

Support your answer with evidence from the text. 
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Important People 
by Michael Stahl 

The janitor is the person who helps keep the school clean. Every morning students come from 

all over and walk into the school building. A building can get dirty, especially when a lot of 

people go into it. The janitor sweeps and mops the floors so that the dirt brought in gets 

cleaned up. 

The teacher is the person who runs the classroom. The teacher helps you learn about 

different topics and gives you assignments. If you don't understand something, you can ask 

the teacher for help. 

The principal is the person who is in charge of the whole school. The principal is the leader of 

the school. The principal is in charge of all the teachers at the school. The principal is the 

person whom parents call when they want to talk to someone about the school. The principal 
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usually sets high expectations for the students and makes sure that learning is happening in 

the school. 

American schools are in a city or town. The city or town has a leader, too. The leader is 

usually called the mayor. The mayor is in charge of running the government of the city or 

town. The mayor works with the people in the city or town and the other people in the 

government to fix the problems of the city or town. The mayor has a lot of responsibility. 

An American city or town is located within a state. Just like a city or town has a leader, a state 

has a leader, too. The leader of a state is called the governor. An American state is a part of 

the United States. There are 50 states, and each one has a governor. The person who is the 

leader of the United States of America is called the president. There have been over forty 

presidents throughout the course of America's history. The first president of the United States 

of America was George Washington. Who is the current president? 
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Name: Date: 

1. Who are some of the people described in the passage? 

A. lawyers, doctors, and bankers 

B. singers, actors, and dancers 

C. janitors, teachers, and principals 

2. What does the passage list? 

A. This passage lists some of the different jobs people have. 

B. This passage lists the mayors of America's five largest cities. 

C. This passage lists all the Presidents of the United States. 

3. A janitor helps keep a school clean. A teacher helps students learn at school. A 

principal is in charge of all the teachers at a school. 

What can be concluded from this information? 

A. Principals often work with janitors but do not often work with teachers. 

B. Many janitors want to become teachers, and many teachers want to become 
principals. 

C. People can work in the same place and do different things. 

4. Which job mentioned in the article is not a job that involves leadership? 

A. janitor 

B. principal 

C. mayor 

5. What is this passage mainly about? 

A. the responsibilities of janitors and governors 

B. different people and their jobs 

C. how a janitor keeps a school clean 
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6. Read the following sentences: "The city or town has a leader, too. The leader is 

usually called the mayor. The mayor is in charge of running the government of the city 

of town." 

What does the word "leader" mean above? 

A. someone who helps children learn 

B. someone who has power over other people 

C. someone who does not get along with other people 

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. 

The principal makes sure learning is happening in the school,  , the principal is 

in charge of the teachers. 

A. but 

B. before 

C. so 

8. What is the leader of a city or town called? 

9. What are some of a mayor's responsibilities? 
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10. The title of this passage is "Important People." Are the people described in it 

important? Explain why or why not, using evidence from the passage. 
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Grandpa and Me 
by Rachelle Kreisman 

I am seven years old. I am in second grade, and I live with my parents and my little sister. My grandpa 
Robert lives nearby. When I visit him, my grandpa likes to talk about the past. His favorite stories are 
about his life when he was my age. 

Grandpa grew up in a city. When he was a boy, he lived in an apartment building on the third floor. His dad 
owned a clothing store. Grandpa walked to and from school alone. After school, his friends often played 
baseball on the streets nearby. "We never played with computers," he told me, "because nobody had a 
computer at home." At night, his mom cooked dinner for just the two of them. His dad did not come home 
till very late. 

My life is much different from Grandpa's life as a boy. I live in a house in a small town. My dad is a 
teacher, and my mom is a scientist. I take the bus to and from school. Dad is already home when I get 
there after school. I do homework and sometimes play on our computer. My dad cooks dinner. When mom 
comes home from work, the three of us eat together. 
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Name: Date:  

1. Where did Grandpa grow up? 

A. in a city 

B. in a small town 

C. on a farm 

2. A narrator is a character in a story who is also telling the story. Who is the narrator in 

"Grandpa and Me"? 

A. Grandpa 

B. Grandpa's mom 

C. a young person who lives in a small town 

3. The life of the narrator is different from the life of the narrator's grandpa. 

What evidence in the story best supports this statement? 

A. The name of the narrator's grandpa is Robert, but the author does not tell readers 
what the name of the narrator is. 

B. The narrator's dad is a teacher, but the dad of the narrator's grandpa owned a clothing 
store. 

C. The narrator sometimes plays on a computer after school, but Grandpa never played 
on a computer after school. 

4. What is a similarity between the narrator and the narrator's grandpa? 

A. They both took a bus to get to school. 

B. They both played sports with their friends after school. 

C. They lived with both their parents while growing up. 

5. What is the theme of this story? 

A. People can use the past to predict what the future will be. 

B. The past and the present can be very similar. 

C. The past and the present can be very different. 
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6. Read these sentences from the text. 

"My dad cooks dinner. When mom comes home from work, the three of us eat 

together." 

Whom does the pronoun "us" refer to? 

A. the narrator, the narrator's mom, and the narrator's dad 

B. the narrator and the narrator's mom ONLY 

C. the narrator's mom and dad ONLY 

7. Choose the answer that best completes this sentence. 

The narrator takes a bus to school,  the narrator's grandfather walked to 

school. 

A. so 

B. because 

C. but 

8. What does Grandpa Robert like to talk about? 

9. Who did Grandpa eat dinner with as a boy and who does the narrator eat dinner 

with? 

10. "My life is much different from Grandpa's life as a boy." 
Read Works.org • CD 2020 Read Works®, Inc. All rights reserved. 



ReadWorks' Grandpa and Me - Comprehension Questions 

What is the biggest difference between the life of the narrator and the life of the 

narrator's grandpa? Support your answer with evidence from the story. 

ReadWorks.org • @ 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 



ReadWorks U.S. Presidents: Abraham Lincoln 

U.S. Presidents: Abraham Lincoln 
by Read Works 

Abraham Lincoln was America's 16th president. He is considered to be one of the greatest 

leaders in the nation's history. He helped guide the United States through the U.S. Civil War. 

Lincoln also helped to end slavery in the country. Sadly, Lincoln was assassinated near the 

end of the Civil War in 1865. He became the first U.S. president to be killed in office. 

Lincoln was elected president in 1860. Before the election, most people did not know much 

about Lincoln or his humble background. He was born on February 12, 1809, in a Kentucky 

log cabin. In 1816, his family moved to the wild Indiana frontier. Lincoln helped his father farm 

and work the fields. He barely had time for school. He spent no more than one year in a 

classroom. In 1818, Lincoln's mother died. 

Even though Lincoln had very little schooling, he learned how to read and write. Books were 
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scarce on the frontier, but he closely read the books he got his hands on. Lincoln pored over 

the family Bible. He would walk for miles to borrow books. Some books he read were Aesop's 

Fablesand Pilgrim's Progress. 

As a young man, Lincoln worked many jobs to earn a living. He was tall and strong. He split 

logs and fence rails for farmers. He helped take a flatboat down a river to New Orleans. 

Eventually, he started a general store with a friend. When the store went into debt, he paid 

those debts off working other jobs. By 1834, a friend encouraged Lincoln to become a lawyer. 

Instead of learning at a law school, Lincoln taught himself law. "Your own resolution to 

succeed is more important than any one thing," he would later say. 

Among Lincoln's many skills, he was a great writer and speaker. In one of his most famous 

speeches, known as the Gettysburg Address, Lincoln's words reassured a suffering people at 

war that democracy would survive. 

As president, Abraham Lincoln was most proud of the Emancipation Proclamation, which was 

issued during the Civil War. It declared that the slaves in the southern states rebelling against 

the U.S. government were free. The proclamation paved the way for the Thirteenth 

Amendment to the Constitution, which ended slavery in the U.S. 

Lincoln's stand against slavery caused him to make many enemies. Even so, his 

assassination was felt all over the nation from the North to the South. Millions of people 

admired his spirit and service to his country. A train carried Lincoln's body to Springfield, 

Illinois, making stops at some major cities. Mourners crowded near the tracks to try and see 

the train. To this day, people visit Lincoln's tomb to pay their respects. 
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Name: Date: 

1. What did Abraham Lincoln help to end in the United States? 

A. slavery 

B. war 

C. democracy 

D. discrimination 

2. Which of the following describes the correct sequence of events in Lincoln's life? 

A. He became a lawyer; he started a general store; his mother died. 

B. He became President; he issued the Emancipation Proclamation; he moved to 
Indiana. 

C. He issued the Emancipation Proclamation; his mother died; he moved to Indiana. 

D. He moved to Indiana; he became President; he issued the Emancipation 
Proclamation. 

3. Abraham Lincoln was a man of integrity. What evidence from the passage best 

supports this statement? 

A. "A friend encouraged Lincoln to become a lawyer." 

B. "As a young man, Lincoln worked many jobs to earn a living." 

C. "When the store went into debt, he paid those debts off working other jobs." 

D. "He split logs and fence rails for farmers. He helped take a flatboat down a river to 
New Orleans." 

4. Which of the following was probably least important in Lincoln being a successful 

president? 

A. He was persuasive. 

B. He was tall and strong. 

C. He had political skill. 

D. He was a great writer. 
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5. What is the main idea of this passage? 

A. Lincoln was the first U.S. president to be killed in office. 

B. Lincoln's most famous speech, the Gettysburg Address, reassured people. 

C. Millions of people admired Lincoln's spirit and service to his country. 

D. Lincoln was one of America's greatest leaders. 

6. Read the following sentences: "Before the election, most people did not know much 

about Lincoln or his humble background. He was born on February 12, 1809, in a 

Kentucky log cabin. In 1816, his family moved to the wild Indiana frontier. Lincoln 

helped his father farm and work the fields. He barely had time for school. He spent no 

more than one year in a classroom." 

What does the word "humble" most nearly mean based on the text? 

A. not proud 

B. simple and modest 

C. humiliating 

D. unknown 

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. 

  Lincoln had many enemies, he was mourned by millions of people across 

the country. 

A. Ultimately 

B. Therefore 

C. Although 

D. Meanwhile 
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8. What did the Emancipation Proclamation declare? 

9. How did Lincoln learn law? 

10. Lincoln believed that "your own resolution to succeed is more important than any 

one thing." How did Lincoln apply this belief to his own life? 
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A Trip to the Immigration Museum 
by Kate Paixao 

Sara was learning about American history. Today, her class visited the Ellis 
Island Immigration Museum. 

"This museum is in the building where immigrants to the United States 

arrived a hundred years ago," Sara's teacher explained. "You will learn how 

people came to America back then. Please think about how different things 

are today." 

The class took a ferryboat that chugged past the Statue of Liberty. When 
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they arrived at Ellis Island, Sara noticed that the museum was in a big red-

and-white building. 

Inside, Sara saw old trunks, suitcases, and baskets. "This is where 

immigrants had to check their baggage," a guide said. "They had come on 

long trips aboard very crowded ships. They knew they might never be able 

to return to their old countries." 

The museum was filled with photographs and exhibits. Sara saw old-time 

dresses, boots, and other clothing from many countries. She looked at 

letters and passports and documents. She and her friends watched a few 

video interviews. The people being interviewed were proud to have become 

Americans. 

Sara also felt proud. Her parents had immigrated to the United States, too. 

She thought she would like to know more about how her parents came here. 

"I am going to interview them when I get home," she decided. 
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Name: Date: 

1. What did Sara and her class learn about on their class visit? 

A. how people came to America a hundred years ago 

B. how to drive a ferryboat on a river 

C. how to interview someone about history 

2. Where does this story mostly take place? 

A. at the Ellis Island Immigration Museum 

B. on a ferryboat near Ellis Island 

C. at the Statue of Liberty 

3. Read these sentences from the text. 

"This is where immigrants had to check their baggage,' a guide said. 'They had come 

on long trips aboard very crowded ships. They knew they might never be able to return 

to their old countries." 

Based on this evidence, what conclusion can you draw about where these immigrants 

came from? 

A. They came from nearby towns and villages. 

B. They came from faraway countries. 

C. They came from different parts of the U.S. 

4. Immigrants to the United States wanted very much to become Americans. 

What evidence from the text supports this statement? 

A. They arrived at the building that was turned into the Ellis Island Immigration Museum. 

B. They came to the U.S. knowing that they might never be able to return to their old 
countries. 

C. They came to the U.S. wearing old-time dresses, boots, and clothing from their 
countries. 
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5. What is the main idea of this story? 

A. Sara visited a museum and learned about immigrants who came to the United States 
a hundred years ago. 

B. Sara interviewed her parents to learn more about how they came to the United States. 

C. Sara saw old trunks, suitcases, and baskets at the immigration museum she went to 
with her class. 

6. Read these sentences from the text. 

"This museum is in the building where immigrants to the United States arrived a 

hundred years ago,' Sara's teacher explained. 'You will learn how people came to 

America back then.' 

In these sentences, what does the phrase "immigrants to the United States" mean? 

A. people who traveled the world 

B. people who left America to live somewhere else 

C. people who came to live in America 

7. Sara wanted to know more about how her parents immigrated to the United States, 

she decided to interview them. 

A. because 

B. but 

C. so 

8. How did many immigrants feel about becoming Americans? 
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9. What does the guide tell Sara about the trips immigrants had to take to get to the 

United States? 

10. Sara plans to interview her parents to learn more about how they came to the 

United States. How might Sara's parents' experience be like the experience of 

immigrants who came to the U.S. a hundred years ago? Use details from the text to 

support your answer. 
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When Television Became Colorful 
by Linda Ruggieri 

Today, nearly all television programs are broadcast in color. If you turn on a 

baseball game, you can see that the grass on the field is green, or that the 

pitcher has a blue cap on. But when your grandparents were children, most 

people watching TV at home could not have seen any of those colors. 

Television programs were broadcast in black and white only. 

Television sets that could broadcast in color have been around for a long 

time. An engineer named John Logie Baird invented a color TV set in the 
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1930s. But the picture on Baird's TV flickered, and was not clear. 

Companies would not sell a TV that was not good quality. 

For many years, people worked to improve how color televisions worked. 

Over time, companies found ways to make the picture clearer. The 

improvements also meant that a user could turn a dial to add just the right 

amount of color to the picture. 

By the late 1960s, many people were buying color televisions. Soon, most 

TV shows were being broadcast in color, and most people in the U.S. had 

color TV sets. 

Today, it's unusual to find any television show that is still broadcast in 

black and white. Now the world of television is full of color! 
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Name: Date:  

1. A long time ago, how were television programs broadcast? 

A. in black and white only 

B. in black only 

C. in white only 

2. The article describes a sequence of events in the history of the color television. 

Which of these events happened first? 

A. Most television shows began to be broadcast in color. 

B. Most people in the U.S. bought color television sets. 

C. People worked to make the picture on color television sets clearer. 

3. Read these sentences from the text. 

"An engineer named John Logie Baird invented a color TV set in the 1930s. But the 

picture on Baird's TV flickered, and was not clear. Companies would not sell a TV that 

was not good quality." 

Based on this evidence, what can you conclude about Baird's color TV set? 

A. It was not good quality. 

B. It was high quality. 

C. It worked pretty well. 

4. Why might people have tried to improve how color televisions worked? 

A. because people wanted to leave black-and-white television sets alone 

B. because people wanted color televisions, but the first color TV set did not work well 

C. because most television shows were already being broadcast in color 

5. What is the main idea of this article? 

A. Many improvements were made to color televisions over time to make them how they 
are today. 

B. Color televisions were invented in the 1930s, and they have stayed the same ever 
since then. 

C. Today's color televisions are not as good as the black-and-white televisions of the 
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past. 

6. Read these sentences from the text. 

"For many years, people worked to improve how color televisions worked. Over time, 

companies found ways to make the picture clearer. The improvements also meant that 

a user could turn a dial to add just the right amount of color to the picture." 

Based on this, what does the word "improve" mean? 

A. to make something bigger 

B. to make something worse 

C. to make something better 

7. Choose the answer that best completes this sentence. 

The first color television set was not good quality,   people worked to improve it. 

A. so 

B. because 

C. but 

8. What did John Logie Baird do? 
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9. How did other people and companies improve John [ogle Baird's color television 

set? 

10. Today, most televisions are color televisions. Would this still be true if people had 

not made improvements to the first color television set? Support your answer with 

evidence from the text. 
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Bobby Gets a Doggy 
by Vinnie Rotondaro 

Bobby loves doggies. He loves big doggies and small doggies. He loves 

doggies that are soft and even doggies that aren't so soft. Bobby loves all 

doggies, except for mean doggies that bite people, because really, nobody 

likes mean doggies that bite people. 

But Bobby doesn't have his own doggy. He can only look at other people's 

doggies and wish he had one for himself, and sometimes at night, after his 

parents tuck him into his bed and turn off the light, he sighs and thinks to 
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himself about how badly he wants one. 

Bobby is a good little boy. He doesn't complain, and he never whines about 

how he doesn't have a doggy. But Bobby's mom and dad know how happy 

a doggy would make him. 

One day, Bobby's parents drive over to the pet store and look at the different 

doggies for sale. All the doggies are small and young. They are puppies. 

One puppy has fuzzy white hair with a brown patch over its eye and floppy 

ears. Another has tall pointy ears and a coat of hair that is red and black. 

Another still has long, wispy hair that is all white. 

Bobby's parents look at each of the puppies. They pick them up and pet 

them and let them lick their faces. There is one puppy that they haven't 

seen, though. This puppy has grey hair with some white in it, and little black 

eyes. It is in the corner of the puppy pen with its head down, and it is looking 

out at Bobby's parents with a cute look on its face. 

"What is that puppy's name?" Bobby's father asks. 

"That puppy's name is Lucy," says the pet store man. 

Bobby's father picks up Lucy. She is very, very soft, and very, very nice. 

Bobby's father and mother know that this is the dog for Bobby. They pay for 

her and take her home with them, and hide her in the bathroom. 

Bobby comes home from school, takes off his backpack, and sits down on a 

couch in the living room. 

"Bobby," his mother says. "How was your day at school?" 

"Oh, it was fine," he says. But Bobby's mother knows that he is secretly 

wishing he had a doggy. 
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Bobby's dad quietly opens the bathroom door and scoops Lucy into his 

arms. He sneaks up behind Bobby and very quietly lowers Lucy onto his 

lap. 

Bobby yelps with joy! 

"What is her name?!" he asks his parents. 

"Her name is Lucy," they say. "And she is all yours." 

And that's how Bobby meets his best friend. 
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Name: Date:  

1. What does Bobby love? 

A. kitties 

B. doggies 

C. snakes 

2. When do Bobby's parents give him a doggy? 

A. at the beginning of the story 

B. in the middle of the story 

C. at the end of the story 

3. Bobby loves doggies that are soft. The doggy that Bobby's parents give him is soft. 

What can be concluded from this information? 

A. Bobby will forget to feed the doggy that his parents give him. 

B. Bobby will not like the doggy that his parents give him. 

C. Bobby will love the doggy that his parents give him. 

4. Why do Bobby's parents get a doggy for him? 

A. Bobby's parents want to make Bobby happy. 

B. Bobby's parents want to make Bobby a better student. 

C. Bobby's parents want to make Bobby better at sports. 

5. What is the main idea of this story? 

A. A boy gets mad at his parents because he does not have a dog. 

B. A good boy who loves dogs is given a dog. 

C. A bad boy who hates dogs is given a cat. 
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6. Read this sentence from the passage: "Bobby loves all doggies, except for mean 

doggies that bite people, because really, nobody likes mean doggies that bite people." 

What does the word "doggies" mean? 

A. dogs 

B. parents 

C. children 

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. 

At first Bobby does not have a doggy,   later his parents give him one. 

A. after 

B. because 

C. but 

8. What is the name of Bobby's dog? 

9. Describe Lucy. 
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10. Why do Bobby's parents choose Lucy out of all the puppies at the pet store? 

Support your answer with information from the story. 
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